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Complimentary Membership with Call Sign applications (2026)
Policy: Complimentary Membership for New Call Sign Holders
Purpose
To encourage new amateur radio operators to engage with the Association, while ensuring fairness and consistency for all members regardless of when they join during the membership year.
This policy applies to individuals who are newly issued with an amateur radio call sign and are eligible for a complimentary introductory membership.
Policy Statement
New call sign holders may be granted a one-time complimentary membership for a defined introductory period. This benefit is structured to ensure fairness with existing members who pay full annual subscriptions.
· Complimentary membership runs:
· Minimum of 3 months, and
· Up to the end of the financial year, whichever is longer.
· If issued late in the year (e.g., within last 3 months), the membership will extend into the following year to ensure a meaningful benefit.
Advantages:
· Avoids very short complimentary periods.
· Maintains alignment with annual cycle.
· Seen as equitable and welcoming.
Transition to Paid Membership
· At the conclusion of the complimentary period:
· Members are invited to renew at the standard annual subscription rate.
· Renewal date aligns with the Association’s financial year.
Communication
· Clearly communicate:
· The duration of the complimentary membership.
· The renewal date and cost.
· The benefits of continued membership.
Transparency is essential to avoid perceptions of unfair advantage.

Review
This policy is to be reviewed annually to ensure:
· It remains fair to existing members.
· It supports recruitment and retention goals.

Summary
This approach:
· Encourages new entrants into amateur radio.
· Maintains fairness with existing paying members.
· Keeps administration straightforward and predictable.
